rfowarfeughesfluled 
Not Liable for Portion 
Of Maheu Damages 


LOS ANGELES CAP)— The First Amend- j 
ment’s guarantee of freedom of speech rules 
out . punitive damages against Howard 
Hughes, for saying a fired aide was “a no- 
good, dishonest son of a bitch and he stole 
me hlind,” a federal judge has ruled. 

But the judge said the billionaire recluse, 
or his Summa Corp., may have to pay any 
_ actual damages suffered by Robert Maheu, 
who once ran Mr. Hughes’ Nevada business 
empire of hotels, casinos and land holdings. 

Mr. Maheu is seeking. $5.5 million in ac- 
tual damages and $1 million for mental an- 
guish caused by the comment Mr. Hughes 
made during a telephone news conference in 
1972. (He had sought $11 million in punitive 
damages, according to United Press Ihter- 
•" national.). 

Judge Harry Pregerson said that to allow 
damages as punishment would cause a 
“chilling affect on freedom of speech.’’ 

The jury is to begin deliberations Oct. 29, 

- Judge Pregerson’s ruling limits the jurors ; 
to considering only the actual damages Mr. 
Maheu may have suffered, as a result of the 
, Hughes’ comment. 

Earlier, in a four-month trial, a jury 
■ ruled Mr. Hughes had defamed Mr. Maheu. 

; Jurors added that in their view, Summa had 
failed to prove what would have' been a suc- 
cessful defense to the Maheu suit, that Mr. 
Hughes’ allegation was true. 



